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The German National Committee on Global Change Research (NKGCF) was constituted in
October 1996 by Germany’s major research funding agency, DFG, in close collaboration
with the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF).

As a scientific advisory committee to the DFG and the BMBF the German National
Committee plays a significant role in the process of identifying research priorities and in
stimulating German contributions to the four international programmes on global change
research.

Bringing together scientists from all fields of Global Change Research and from the four
international programmes under the umbrella of one committee Germany has anticipated
early the need for close collaboration of all scientific disciplines for global change research
within the framework of the Earth System Science Partnership. This organisation enables the
National Committee to efficiently support the Earth System Science Partnership and to
contribute to the development of the new joint projects.
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II Main elements of biodiversity research
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Examples of German Contributions to DIVERSITAS

NKGCF Publications
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Organisation

German National Committee on Global Change Research
Tasks & Activities

in Munich as national contact point and co-ordination office

Four regular per year

to discuss and review innovative research initiatives

to develop new methodologies and scientific programmes

to discuss achievements and future needs of the

Global Change Research Programmes

Scientific Secretariat

Committee meetings

Ad hoc working groups

Scientific workshops

National Colloquiums

NKGCF:

Biodiversity, the Living Resource:
Research Strategy of the German National Committee on Global Change Research

BIOTA
Biodiversity Monitoring Transect Analysis in Africa

C

DIVERSITAS Draft Science Plan

Core Project 1

Discovering

biodiversity

and predicting

its changes

Core Project 2

Assessing

impacts of

biodiversity

changes

Core Project 3

Developing

the science of

the conservation

and

sustainable use

of biodiversity

DIVERSITAS Draft Science Plan

Core Project 1

Discovering

biodiversity

and predicting
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Core Project 2

Assessing

impacts of

biodiversity

changes

Core Project 3

Developing

the science of

the conservation

and

sustainable use

of biodiversity

1. Natural dynamics in space and time

Continued monitoring at observatories

2. Understanding natural processes of change

Functional interactions: plant functional types, food webs,
pollination, dispersal, molecular aspects of processes, ...

3. Understanding human use, value and impact in space
and time

Analysis of land use effects (e.g. degradation gradients
and processes, role of erosion, role of soil seed banks...)

4. Interventions (strategies, tools, techniques) for
sustainable use of biodiversity and biodiversity
management

Experimental restoration und rehabilitation of degraded
biodiversity, alternative uses, sustainability tools...

5. Inform policy on local, national, and international level

Information transfer and feedback on transformation

• Capacity building

• Participatory approach

Overarching project themes (2004-2006)


